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FTZ Developments
Sharing FTZ-related News and Updates

U.S.-MEXICO-
CANADA AGREE-
MENT (USMCA) 
The Trump Administration’s recently-issued 2019 trade 
policy agenda includes seeking Congressional ap-
proval of the USMCA as a priority.  Whether Congress 
will approve the Administration’s draft implementing 
legislation as is or make its own changes prior to in-
troducing the bill in the House of Representatives is 
unknown.  Importantly for FTZ operator/users, USMCA 
as proposed retains U.S. FTZs in the definition of the 
United States and includes a duty deferral restriction 
that covers goods “manufactured or changed in con-
dition” in an FTZ, similar to the existing NAFTA. Please 
contact us if you have any questions. 

SECTION 301: RATE 
INCREASE DELAYED
On February 24, 2019, President Trump announced 
that the planned tariff increase from 10% to 25% for 
Chinese-origin merchandise subject to Section 301 List 
3 will be delayed.  On March 1st, CBP issued a CSMS 
Message (19-000095) on this topic.  FTZ operator/us-
ers should continue to closely monitor developments 
on this matter.  Some FTZs may benefit from electing PF 
status for subject on-hand NPF status merchandise if/
when the rate increase is to become effective.  Please 
contact us to discuss options prior to taking action.

FTZ BOARD ANNUAL 
REPORT: DEADLINE 
EXTENDED TO MAY 
10, 2019
Due to the recent partial government shutdown, the 
FTZ Board extended the deadline for grantees to sub-
mit completed 2018 annual reports in the Online FTZ 
Information System (OFIS) from March 31st to May 10th.  
As a result, most grantees have extended the deadline 
by which FTZ operators must submit their individual 
reports in OFIS.  If you are an FTZ operator, please 
inquire with your grantee about your deadline. Please 
see the FTZB Memo.

CBP FORM 5106 & 
INPUT VIA ACE
On February 20, 2019, U.S. Customs & Border protec-
tion issued CSMS Message # 19-000077 confirming 
that the new ACE deployment date for automation of 
CBP Form 5106 and unique identifiers for Centers of 
Excellence and Expertise (CEEs) is March 16, 2019.  
The original deployment date was delayed from Feb-
ruary 9th due to the partial government shutdown. The 
revised CBP Form 5106 includes new data elements 
that CBP reports will enhance its ability to perform risk 
assessments. Additional information about the automa-
tion of the CBP Form 5106 in ACE can be found on 
CBP’s website. 

https://csms.cbp.gov/viewmssg.asp?Recid=24080&page=1&srch_argv=&srchtype=&btype=edi&sortby=&sby=
https://csms.cbp.gov/viewmssg.asp?Recid=24080&page=1&srch_argv=&srchtype=&btype=edi&sortby=&sby=
https://enforcement.trade.gov/download/factsheets/factsheet-tolling-memo-28jan19.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/document/technical-documentation/cbp-ace-information-notice-automate-cbp-form-5106


U.S. FOOD & DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION
On November 30, 2018, the FDA updated its “Foreign 
Trade Zones/Weekly Entry Filing (WEF”)” webpage. 
A number of commodity types are no longer considered 
“amenable to WEF” including human drugs.  As a remind-
er, FTZ importers should continue to monitor their list of 
products approved for WEF by FDA and submit applica-
tions requesting additional WEF approvals for new prod-
ucts/foreign vendors when necessary. Please contact us 
if you have any questions about these requirements. 

Additional FDA FSVP compliance dates are quickly ap-
proaching (March 18, 2019).  Under FSVP, importers of 
human or animal food generally must verify that (a) their 
foreign suppliers use processes and procedures that 
provide the same level of public health protection as 
the U.S. preventive controls and produce safety regula-
tions, where applicable, and (b) the food they import is 
not adulterated and not misbranded with respect to food 
allergen labeling.  For more information about FSVP in-
cluding upcoming compliance dates, visit FDA’s web-
site.
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IMPORTED 
GARMENTS & 
HANGERS: BE AWARE
If your company imports and admits garments on hang-
ers but currently classifies the hangers separate from 
the garments, please undertake a review of this pro-
cess.  As a result of Section 301, importers can expect 
CBP to scrutinize both classification and origin deter-
mination for hangers entered separate from garments.  
While there may be financial benefits associated with 
importing certain types of hangers on garments but 
classifying them separate from garments, there are also 
risk and compliance considerations including how you 
track such transactions through your FTZ.  If you have 
questions, please contact us to discuss.”

RECENT CBP 
MESSAGES
Please review the following recent pipeline and CSMS 
messages from CBP to determine how they may im-
pact your import, export and/or FTZ operations:

• Pipeline No. 19-020-NWK - FTZ New Document 
Submission Procedures

• CSMS# 18-000358  - Section 321 Manifest En-
forcement

• CSMS# 18-000759 - Section 301 Exclusions
• CSMS# 18-000758 - Advanced Electronic Data 

(AED) for Postal Shipment
• CSMS# 19-000032 - Updated ACE Entry Summary 

Business Process Document Version 9.5a
• CSMS# 19-000052 - Submitting Products Exclud-

ed from Section 301
• CSMS# 19-000087 - TSCA Certification in ACE 

Updated
• CSMS# 19-000100 - Enforcement for In-bond 
• CSMS# 19-000103 - CORRECTION to Enforce-

ment for In-bond

https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/ImportProgram/ImportBasics/ucm505817.htm
https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/ImportProgram/ImportBasics/ucm505817.htm
https://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm503822.htm
https://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm503822.htm
http://ftz.rockefellergroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Pipeline-No.-19-020-NWK-Foreign-Trade-Zones-New-Document-Submission-Procedures.pdf
https://csms.cbp.gov/viewmssg.asp?Recid=23943&page=&srch_argv=18-000731&srchtype=all&btype=&sortby=&sby
https://csms.cbp.gov/viewmssg.asp?Recid=23972&page=6&srch_argv=&srchtype=&btype=truck&sortby=&sby=
https://csms.cbp.gov/csms.asp?srch_argv=18-000758&srchtype=all&opt=1
https://csms.cbp.gov/viewmssg.asp?Recid=24017&page=5&srch_argv=2019&srchtype=&btype=&sortby=&sby=
https://csms.cbp.gov/viewmssg.asp?Recid=24037&page=4&srch_argv=2019&srchtype=&btype=&sortby=&sby=
https://csms.cbp.gov/viewmssg.asp?Recid=24072&page=2&srch_argv=&srchtype=&btype=abi&sortby=&sby=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__links.govdelivery.com-3A80_track-3Ftype-3Dclick-26enid-3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwMzAxLjI1MDkyMDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwMzAxLjI1MDkyMDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzU5MjE2NSZlbWFpbGlkPXNzbWl0aEByb2NrZ3JwLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9c3NtaXRoQHJvY2tncnAuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY-3D-26-26-26100-26-26-26https-3A__csms.cbp.gov_csms.asp-3Fsrch-5Fargv-3D19-2D000100-26srchtype-3Dall-26opt-3D1&d=DwMFAw&c=oJh2WItfDDpfX_Gx9sh6v_w3oosMjUme3ZHoeEf3LaE&r=cnADS8N2Oq_12R47g6IZEOHqZCsILQ-Qj2yoF_n_Dn8&m=0txxvmXoJff_VZYElURJjS90DKlQRbg-bm_vHzsB3S4&s=_c7otNRrwK-u1gzec9z87A9C-kkiooAVAvrFttOQJY4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__links.govdelivery.com-3A80_track-3Ftype-3Dclick-26enid-3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwMzAxLjI1MjAxODEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwMzAxLjI1MjAxODEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzU5MjI3OCZlbWFpbGlkPWxheWJhckByb2NrZ3JwLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9bGF5YmFyQHJvY2tncnAuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY-3D-26-26-26100-26-26-26https-3A__csms.cbp.gov_csms.asp-3Fsrch-5Fargv-3D19-2D000103-26srchtype-3Dall-26opt-3D1&d=DwMFAw&c=oJh2WItfDDpfX_Gx9sh6v_w3oosMjUme3ZHoeEf3LaE&r=UTtZ7x23AnI-aRoMJo6pMquz9FXpQtTeYFTHQ_vzIwc&m=GIi-Ntx6MgGVZjBaHg0vVAYVHxDAQYBN240zr6D5TC0&s=v_goGe9Q3gSqq26qbEQZCE76kQubw7lStAO5tiaPKWE&e=
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